Bill Quay Primary

Parent Rep Meeting

March 6th 2009

Present

B. Dick

C. Gaffing

M. Lewis

P Foster
D Usher

T. Hilton

Meeting outline

1. The group discussed Easter Fun Day arrangements. Feedback from parents indicates that they no longer view being invited into school for this activity as worthwhile, and would much rather make ‘more’ of events such as the Xmas plays and class assemblies. It was agreed that parents would be invited in for the forthcoming fun day, but in the future, this become a ‘children only’ event. Parents will be offered refreshments before the Xmas plays begin, and then the opportunity to take photos and look around the class/school with their child afterwards. We will also investigate whether DVDs can be sold of the performances and photos will be sold for £1.50 each. Coffees will also be served for parents following class assemblies.

2. To ease the queues at the office hatch, parents suggested a post box fixed to the wall so that envelopes can be dropped in rather than waiting for Mrs Brown. Following this suggestion, Mrs Hilton spoke to Mrs Brown, who is not in favour with such an idea, as it would be difficult to keep records of when parents have paid monies owed. For example, what would she do if a parent claimed to have placed money inside the box and it wasn’t there? Mrs Hilton agreed we need to put more thought into this idea. Meanwhile, parents have been requested via the Friday letter to hand monies in to the class teacher via their child.
3. Some parents are finding it increasingly difficult to pay out large amounts of money for class trips when they are only given 1 or 2 weeks’ notice. Wherever possible, parents will be notified of trips for the term or half term in advance via the term plan that is sent home. Teachers will indicate the proposed cost of the trip on this plan.

4. Some parents in Year 1 feel they need feedback on how well their child is doing in their spellings each week. Year 2 reps stated that they get to know how well their child has done on a weekly basis. Mrs Hilton agreed to investigate this with the class teacher.

5. Parents of Year 1 are still concerned about the negative effect a child in the class is having on their child in terms of rude language and behaviour. Mrs Hilton assured the reps that this child’s behaviour is of no concern in the class, and that his behaviour of late has been very good.

6. Christa will speak to the farm and ensure that our summer fayre does not clash with any of their dates planned. We will organise this in more detail at the next meeting.
7. Ms Foster suggested that one parent of the autism unit be invited to join the parent reps meeting. Mrs Hilton agreed that this was a good idea, and will speak to Miss Forster to organise this.

8. St George’s day will be celebrated by inviting all children to wear red and white for the day.

9. Parents were concerned about the state of the underpass and the amount of dog ‘poo’ there. Mrs Hilton suggested that reps contact our local councillor who will probably have more ‘clout’ than the school. However, Mrs Brown will contact Environmental Services and make a complaint about this.

10. The group then worked on our school travel plan with Mrs Lees.
