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POLICY FOR ENGLISH
Document Purpose

This policy reflects the values and philosophy of Bill Quay School in relation to the teaching and learning of English. It gives a framework to which all staff, teaching and non-teaching, work. It gives guidance on planning, teaching and assessment. This policy is intended to be used in conjunction with the National Literacy Strategy which gives details of what pupils in each age group will cover.

Rationale

In this school, all aspects of English are taught because every pupil has a statutory entitlement to be engaged with the Programmes of Study for English in the National Curriculum. The staff also believe the development of knowledge, skills and concepts across the whole spectrum of English to be essential because of their:

· Unique position as the essential living tools both in and out of school;

· Status as communication skills for life;

· Potential for personal enrichment through facilitating access to texts providing pleasure or information;

· Crucial importance in the child’s social, emotional and intellectual development.

Audience

This policy document, having been presented to and agreed upon by the whole staff and Governing Body, is distributed to all members of the teaching and non-teaching staff and the curriculum committee of the Governing Body. 

Speaking and Listening

At Bill Quay we firmly believe that language is an integral part of most learning and oral language in particular has a key role in classroom teaching and learning. Children’s creativity, understanding and imagination can be engaged and fostered by discussion and interaction. Our pupils use speaking and listening to solve problems, speculate, share ideas, make decisions and reflect on what is important. We realize that excellent teaching of speaking and listening enhances children’s learning and raises standards further. 

Our aim is to provide experiences and learning which will enable children to:

· Encounter a range of situations, audiences and activities designed to develop competence, accuracy and confidence in speaking and listening and to appreciate that different contexts may require different linguistic responses

· Develop their oral abilities at their own levels

· Develop listening and comprehension skills through a variety of means to include both reciprocal and non-reciprocal situations

· Express opinions, articulate feelings and formulate appropriate responses to increasingly complex instructions and questions

Reading

We believe that reading is the most powerful tool for learning both in and out of school. It facilitates independence in the quest for knowledge. It engages the reader with language models from which they can gain both pleasure and an understanding of how language works.

Therefore we aim to help pupils to:

· Read a varied selection of texts whilst gaining an increased level of fluency, accuracy, independence and understanding

· Use reading as a means of information gathering and retrieval

· Display an ability to describe, predict and evaluate

· Develop positive attitudes towards books so that reading is a pleasurable activity

· Develop different strategies for approaching reading. These should include phonics, picture clues, sight words and context cues.

· Use their reading skills as an integral part of their learning throughout the entire curriculum

Writing

We believe that confidence and competence in use and control of the written word is essential to the creation, exploration and communication of meaning. An individual’s ability to use this form effectively affects performance in all areas of learning and living.

We aim to provide pupils opportunities to:

· Write in different contexts and for different purposes and audiences, including themselves

· Form letters correctly, leading to a fluent and legible handwriting style

· Be increasingly aware of the conventions of writing, including grammar, punctuation and spelling

· Work both individually and collaboratively on written tasks

· Become familiar and adept in the use of word processors

Activities and Experiences

Speaking and Listening

There are four aspects of speaking and listening in the National Curriculum programmes of study for English.

· Speaking: being able to speak clearly and to develop and sustain ideas in talk.

· Listening: developing active listening strategies and critical skills of analysis.

· Group discussion and interaction: taking different roles in groups, making a range of contributions and working collaboratively.

· Drama: improvising and working in role, scripting and performing, and responding to performances.

     The role of the teacher is central to developing children’s talk in the classroom. Teacher behaviours have significant impact on what children say, how they say it and the opportunities they have to develop their skills as speakers and listeners.

Teachers will:

· Follow guidelines set out in the National Primary Strategy for teaching speaking,  listening, drama and group discussion and interaction.

· Teach speaking and listening explicitly across the curriculum and provide opportunities to extend and reinforce objectives taught.

· Model appropriate speaking and listening, including as a supportive and probing listener.

· Extend children’s vocabulary through activities which focus on words, alternative choices and different ways of saying the same thing in English and other languages.

· Ensure goals are set with clear criteria for success

· Plan group work to make effective use of a range of groupings possible according to gender, age, first language, number of children, ability and confidence.

· Introduce and teach appropriate terminology for discussing speaking and listening.

· Give children visual linguistic prompts to support their talk, especially in more formal presentations.

· Monitor and assess children’s achievements systematically, identifying strengths and weaknesses and setting targets for improvement.

The school will:
· Maintain the importance of speaking and listening skills as facilitators for the whole curriculum

· Actively encourage listening on a whole-school basis, in particular through assemblies

· Encourage listening and reasoned argument as a vehicle for the avoidance of physical confrontation and aggression

Reading

The children will:
· Relate reading to their own experiences and environment

· Have a daily opportunity to read silently or share books with the realisation that reading time is valuable and should occupy everyone’s attention, including that of the

teacher

· Acquire research skills necessary for the use of dictionaries, atlases and other information books and resources

· Develop the ability to read aloud to others

· Be able to discuss books they have read, relating to plot, characters and themes

· Acquire an increasingly large sight vocabulary

· Be able to bring in books from home and to share them with others

· Be encouraged, through the reading schemes, to continue the reading process at home

· Recognise that reading is an essential part of all areas of learning

· Gain confidence and enjoyment to promote lifelong reading

The teacher will:
· Read aloud (fiction and/or non-fiction) every day

· Keep records of children’s achievements in reading

· Value books and show an interest in them by setting a personal example

· Hear children read, share books with children on a regular basis

· Provide an attractive and imaginative reading area including various

          types of books, labels, captions, instructions and questions

· Model reading strategies through whole class shared reading activities and small group guided reading sessions.

· Teach the objectives set out in the National Literacy Strategy

· Set termly targets to develop reading with the class and groups of children.

· Provide home-school reading books for reading at home.

· Assess children’s reading formatively and use these assessments to inform future planning.

The school will:

· Create and maintain a stimulating environment for children to experience and explore reading at their own pace with confidence and enjoyment to promote lifelong reading

· Maintain reading as a valued, high profile activity which accesses the whole of the curriculum

· Provide two libraries (infant and junior)

Writing

The children will:

· Experience a wide range of writing activities, to include both chronological and 

non-chronological writing

· Relate writing to their own experiences and environment

· Discuss their writing frequently, talking about the various types and purposes of writing

· Be aware of the need to write legibly and to use layout and space effectively to aid the reader

· Experience grammatical vocabulary such as: sentence, verb, tense, noun, adjective, pronoun etc. both in the context of their own writing and through specifically designed activities

· Read examples of ‘good’ writing in various forms and begin to recognise the criteria for such writing

· Have experience of and become accustomed to drafting and redrafting their work

· Write in response to a wide range of stimuli

· Become increasingly aware of the role of reference books such as dictionaries and thesauruses

· Become increasingly aware of the correct modes of punctuation and spelling through the learning of rules and some rote learning of common exceptions

The teacher will:
· Write alongside pupils, modeling, sharing and discussing their writing

· Respond positively and with interest to all attempts at writing

· Provide a healthy writing environment, including experimental or emergent writing areas for Key Stage 1

· Teach handwriting on a daily basis (see Handwriting Policy) in Key Stage 1 and three    times a week in Key Stage 2.

· Reinforce correct spelling, punctuation and grammar where appropriate, and set weekly spelling tests.

· Report pupil progress three times a year to parents

· Teach objectives set out in the National Literacy Strategy

· Set weekly homework extending and reinforcing writing objectives taught in class.

· Differentiate work appropriately so that all children can achieve

· Provide appropriate support for children with Special Educational Needs including providing activities to achieve targets set out in pupil individual education plans.

· Mark writing (including homework) in accordance with the school policy for marking.

· Assess pupil writing termly and set targets for improvement.

The school will:
· Highlight writing as an important and valuable tool for all aspects of a child’s education

· Prominently display writing of all types, including the children’s own writing

Curriculum and School Organisation

In the foundation stage, pupils are taught English through the Early Learning Goals. A foundation Stage profile of each child’s achievements is built up throughout the year. As the year progresses, children will move gradually towards a more structured literacy hour so that transition into Year1 is as smooth as possible.

At Bill Quay, pupils are taught English specifically through the Literacy hour.

In addition to this, all pupils in Years 1-6 will have a 20 minute guided and independent reading activity on a daily basis. 

In key Stage 1 and Year 3, pupils also undertake handwriting practice and phonic instruction on a daily basis.

In Years 4-6, pupils will two spelling lessons of 45 minutes per week.

At Bill Quay we recognise that English holds a unique position as a medium for learning in all areas of the curriculum. Pupils may, for example, be using specific reading skills to retrieve information from maps in Geography or a historical recount. We strive to extend and reinforce all aspects of English across the curriculum.

English provides opportunities for teaching the following cross-curricular themes:

· Economic and Industrial Understanding

· Careers Education

· Citizenship

· Environmental Education

· Health Education

· European AwarenesEnglish provides opportunities for teaching the following cross-curricular dimensions:

· Equal Opportunities

· Personal and Social Education

At Bill 
Quay, class teachers are responsible for their own class organisation and teaching styles, while 

    ensuring that these complement and reflect the overall aims and philosophy of the school. Children are given the opportunity to work as a class, as individuals and as part of a group. The choice of class organisation is determined by the learning task or by the activity.

Information Communication Technology

A variety of IT programs are regularly used to assist and enhance pupil’s English skills. Pupils will have the opportunity to:

· Broaden their experience of texts;

· Use a word processing package to compose, revise and edit written texts;

· Use multimedia authoring packages to consider how texts are read and written in linear and non-linear forms;

· Enhance research skills;

· Focus on presentational devices and particular formats;

· Share and exchange information via e-mail.

Resources and Accommodation

A variety of resources are available in school. These include children’s reference books, teachers’ resources, books/notes, audio equipment and access to TV/radio programmes. Resources are shared between all staff, including visiting students. 

Each classroom has a fiction library and a selection of non-fiction for ongoing topic work.
Book Provision
· Home/school reading books are sited in the infant library

· Guided reading books are sited in the library (KS2) and in the infant classrooms.

· Topic boxes are delivered termly from the LEA and support cross-curricular work.

· Big books are located in the small hall.

· Staff resources are situated in the library.

Classes are timetabled for the library and reference books may be borrowed at any time.

Library books are colour coded and arranged under the Dewey system.

SEN language resources are stored in the library.

The English co-ordinator is responsible for maintaining resources, monitoring their use and organising storage. Staff submit resource requirements to the co-ordinator, as well as notifying her/him of any damaged stock. Resource purchasing is in accordance with normal school procedures and is based upon the English budget which is bidded for from the main school budget. The amount of this budget reflects the degree of priority given to English in the School Strategic Plan.

SEN Provision
See policy on SEN.

Evaluation

This policy will be reviewed annually by the English co-ordinator, in consultation with the staff, and as and when elements of English are identified or prioritised within the School Strategic Plan.

