Bill Quay Primary School

Policy Statement for Basic Skills

The Basic Skills agency is committed to improving standards of basic skills in England and Wales. A definition of basic skills is:

“The ability to read, write and speak in English and use mathematics at a level necessary to function and progress at work and in society in general.”

Basic Skills Agency (1997)

Rationale

At Bill Quay Primary School, it is recognised that every child has an entitlement to the basic skills of literacy and numeracy as part of their curriculum opportunity. Basic skills are an essential foundation for anyone who wants to achieve in the workplace, or take advantage of wider leisure opportunities.

Our aims

· To enable all children to access all areas of the curriculum.
· To identify areas for development for all children in the basic skills, and intervene selectively to raise standards of attainment for pupils at risk of underachievement.
· To enable children to communicate effectively with others.
· To prepare children to meet the challenges of every day life.
· To foster an enjoyment of numeracy and literacy.
· To provide a grounding for lifelong learning.

· To enable children to have the necessary skills to have the confidence in themselves and in their ability to integrate as a valued member of society.

· To strive for the maximum number of children achieving at or beyond the national expectation in English and Mathematics in the statutory tests in Years Two and Six.

At Bill Quay Primary School:
· Basic skills will be taught to all children on a daily basis.

· The Literacy and Numeracy strategies will be used to develop the basic skills. Literacy and Numeracy policies will be followed within school, and plans for both subjects will be included on an annual basis in the School Improvement Plan.

· Individual, group and whole school targets will be set in the basic skills in consultation with children, and these targets will be communicated to parents through both formal and informal means. Children’s attainment in the basic skills will be tracked and updated on an annual basis.

· Children who underachieve will be identified using standardised information and teacher assessment, so that intervention and individual education improvement plans can be targeted at these children to raise standards in the basic skills.
· An interim and end-of-year report will inform parents of their child’s progress in the basic skills.

· Opportunities will be provided for children to develop and apply basic skills through all areas of the curriculum.

Conclusion

Bill Quay Primary School strives to provide each child with a firm foundation in the basic skills, to enable them to access other areas of the curriculum, and prepare them to take their place in a literate and numerate society.
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