€ (Article 26) i

UNICEF

You have the right to help from the
government if you are poor or in need.

Friday Letter

14" November 2025

www.billquayprimary.org

Dates for the diary:

Friday 19 December - Break up for Christmas
Monday 5™ January - Return to school
Thursday 4™ December - Christmas Fayre

School Lottery

To purchase tickets please follow the link below;

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/

All money raised from tickets purchased will help to fundraise for our school. Tickets are £1 per ticket, per
week and the more tickets purchased, the higher the weekly prize is. There is a winner from our school every
week!

Mrs Dye
We would like to say a huge well done to Mrs Dye who has been nominated for a STEM Inspirational Educator
Award. She will be attending an award ceremony ftonight and we wish her the best of luck!

OPAL Platinum Award

We are delighted to announce that we have achieved the platinum award for OPAL. We are immensely proud
of this achievement. OPAL has truly transformed our playtimes, creating richer, happier and more imaginative
play experiences for all of our children. A very special thank you to Mrs Lennon for leading the project with
such passion. Thank you to our staff, children, families and wider school community for embracing the journey
with us.

Hockey After School Club
The last session for Hockey after school club will be Thursday 13™ November therefore, there will be no club
on 20™ November. Apologies for any inconvenience.

Christmas Lunch
Christmas lunch will be served on Thursday 11™ December. There will be no jacket potato or sandwich option
on this day.

Christmas Jumper Day
Children are invited to come to school wearing their Christmas jumpers on Thursday 11 December.

Breakfast Club Sessions
A reminder that, all breakfast club sessions must be booked in advance via the SchoolGateway app for catering
purposes.

Year 6 - Safetyworks

Children in Year 6 will be visiting Safetyworks to take part in a workshop on the afternoon of Thursday 27th
November. They will travel by coach leaving at 12.15pm and return for 3.30pm. The cost of this trip is £9.00
per child and can be paid online using the SchoolGateway app. A link fo the consent form has been sent to you
via email.


http://www.billquayprimary.org/
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/

Reception Nativity - Tuesday 16™ December

Children in reception class will be performing ‘The Bossy King' on Tuesday 16th December at 9.30am with tea
and coffee being available from 9.00am. Tickets for this performance cost £2.50 and can be purchased
using our SchoolGateway App. Each ticket purchase includes a tea or coffee. For health and safety reasons,
we unfortunately have to limit numbers in our school hall; therefore, children can purchase up to two tickets
each initially. Tickets should be purchased no later than Friday 12th December to allow us to offer any
spare tickets to other families.

Bottle Bags
In preparation for our Christmas fayre, if anybody has any spare bottle bags that they no longer require,
please hand them into the school office.

Coffee and Carols
Parents and carers are invited to school for coffee and carols as follows:

Year 1 and Year 2 Thursday 18" December 2025 9.30am start, with tea and coffee
being served from 9.00am

Year 3 and Year 4 Friday 12™ December 2025 9.30am start, with tea and coffee
being served from 9.00am

Year 5 and Year 6 Wednesday 17™ December 2025 | 9.30am start, with tea and coffee
being served from 9.00am

Year 5 - Centre for Life

Children in year 5 will be visiting Centre for Life on Friday 5™ December to take part in a 'destination space’
workshop followed by ice skating. Please ensure your child comes to school wearing their PE kit with a warm
coat, spare trousers and socks. Gloves are compulsory for ice skating. We would also advise that your child
brings a hat to keep warm. The cost of this trip is £16.00 per child and can be paid using the SchoolGateway
app. A link to the consent form has been sent to you via email.

Year 1 - Northern Stage

Year 1 will be visiting Northern Stage in Newcastle on Wednesday 10th December to watch ' The Night Before
ChrisMouse'. The cost of this trip is £11.00 per child which can be paid using the SchoolGateway app. Children
can bring a small packet of sweets to eat during the performance. A link to the consent form has been sent to
you via email.

Reception - Wharton Park

Reception class will be visiting Wharton Park on the morning of Friday 5th December to take part in a
Christmas workshop followed by a Santa trail. Children should come to school wearing their PE kits with a warm
waterproof coat. They will also require a pair of wellies. If your child does not have wellies in school already,
please ensure they bring them with them on the day. All children will need a packed lunch to eat when they
return to school. The cost of this trip is £12.00 which can be paid using the SchoolGateway app. A link to the
consent form has been sent to you via email.

Pupil Progress Meetings (Year 1-6)

Pupil progress meetings will be held after school on Monday 17 and Tuesday 18™ November for pupils in years
1-6. We have a system which will allow you to book your appointment for the date and time that is convenient
to you. Meetings will be held face to face. Appointments will go live at 9am on Monday 27™ October. To book
your slot, please follow the link below;

https://billquayprimary.schoolcloud.co.uk/

Christmas Cards - Late Orders

For anybody who would still like to purchase Christmas designs, we have been notified that the shop will re-
open from Friday 21st November until noon on Monday 15" December. Unfortunately, after this date you will
no longer be able to purchase any items.


https://billquayprimary.schoolcloud.co.uk/

Elf Day - Donations
In readiness for EIf Day on Tuesday 16™ December, we are looking for donations of spare wrapping paper or
cardboard boxes1.30pm. If anybody has any that they no longer need, please hand it into the school office.

Money Tree Envelopes

We are once again going to have a money tree at our Christmas fayre on Thursday 4™ December. Your child
has been sent home with a small coloured envelope this week. Could we please request parents/carers donate
anything from 20p-£1 and return the envelopes to the school office by Friday 28™ November. The envelopes
will be hung on a tree and you will have the opportunity to choose an envelope and win up to £5.00.

Year 5 Bake Sale

Children in year 5 will sell cakes to all pupils in school on Friday 28™ November. Any year 5 children who wish
to donate cakes or biscuits to this sale, please do so via the school office on the morning of the sale. Items
will be sold for 50p each. There will be no snack attack on this day.

Raffle Prizes

As you are aware, our Christmas fayre will be held on Thursday 4™ December. We would be most grateful if
any local businesses or individuals would be willing to donate a prize to our raffle. If you can help, please
contact the school office.

Christmas Fayre Help

In readiness for our Christmas fayre on the afternoon of Thursday 4™ December, we are wondering if any
parents/carers would be willing to help out on a stall. If you are able to help, please contact the school
office. This will allow us to plan accordingly.

Raffle Tickets
Our Christmas raffle tickets are now on sale at £1.00 per strip and can be purchased using the SchoolGateway
App. If you wish to purchase any tickets, please do so by Friday 28™ November. Please find attached a list of
our prizes so far.

Non-Uniform Day

Children are invited to come to school wearing non-uniform on Friday 28™ November. Instead of the usual cash
donation, we ask that pupils bring in a small unopened/unused prize which will go towards hampers for our
Christmas raffle or Tombola. These can be left in the foyer outside the office where they will be collected.

Nursery/Reception/Year 1 Sweets, chocolates or biscuits
Year 2/Year 3 Toiletries
Year 4/Year 5/Year 6 Bottles

Year 6 - Newby Wiske Residential

A reminder, if you have opted to pay by instalments for your child's residential, the next payment of £40.00
is due on or before Friday 28th November.



