\ ) 4

oy :
€2 (Article 14) /fi"" Friday Letter

You have the right to choose your own
religion and beliefs. Your parents should
help you decide what is right and wrong,
and what is best for you.

30™ January 2025

www.billquayprimary.org

Dates for the diary:

Friday 20™ February - Break up for half term
Monday 2™ March - Inset day

Tuesday 3" March - Return to school

Valentine's Disco
Children in Rec-Y6 are invited to come along to our Valentine's disco night on Wednesday 11™ February.
Children who are in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will attend from 3.30pm (straight after school) until 4.40pm.
Children may come to school in their disco outfit and should be collected from the Year 6 door at the back of
the school by the ramp. Children in Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 can attend the KS2 disco from 4.50pm until 6.00pm.
Children should enter via the steps in the infant yard and be collected from the KS2 door at the back of the
school next to the ramp. Tickets cost £3.50 which includes a drink and a hotdog and can be purchased using
the SchoolGateway app. There will also be a fuck shop available on the night and children can purchase crisps
and sweets using cash. Please ensure younger children bring cash in a clearly labelled envelope. For catering
purposed, please ensure tickets are purchase no later than Friday 6™ February.

Year 6 - Newby Wiske Residential
A reminder, if you have opted to pay by instalments for your child's residential, the next payment of £40.00
is due on or before Friday 30™ January.

Breakfast Club
It has been brought to our attention that some children who attend our breakfast club provision have started
to bring their own food/snacks to consume. Can we politely request that children do not bring their own food
as we have children with allergies who also attend and which the allergies in some cases are severe. The food
on offer at breakfast club has been carefully selected and checked to help prevent any child with an allergy
having an allergic reaction. Any child who brings their own snack to school will be asked to put it in their bag
to take home at the end of the school day. If there is a reason why you feel the need to send your child in
with their own food, please speak to the school office, to enable us to put alternative measure in place if
possible.

Thank you in advance for your co-operation.

Reception Class Library Visit
Children in Reception class have been invited to attend Pelaw Library in celebration with Gateshead Libraries
to mark 100 years of Gateshead Central Library. The library service would like to give all children in our
reception class a limited-edition library card, which will be given to your child in a visit to Pelaw library on
Wednesday 18th February. An email containing further information and a consent form has been sent to you.
Please ensure the form is completed by Friday 6™ February.

Reception Vision Screening

The vision screening team will be in school on Friday 6th March to screen children in Reception class. An
email containing an information leaflet and consent form has been sent to you. If you do not wish for your
child to be screened or your child already attends a Hospital Eye Department, please complete the consent
form and return it to the school office. If we do not receive a form, we will assume that you are happy for
your child to be screened. If you require a paper copy of the consent form, please contact the school office.


http://www.billquayprimary.org/

School Book Fair

We will be holding a school book fair on Tuesday 17™ and Wednesday 18™ February. This will be held in the
school hall between 3.30-4pm. This year, the book fair will be cashless using a QR code (displayed at the
fair) and there will be no option to pay by cash. Pupils will be able to use the World Book Day tokens that will
be given out in advance to help pay towards the cost of a book. Approximately 30% of titles are under £5
and proceeds will be used towards further books for our school library.

Pancake Day
On Tuesday 17™ February, all children staying for school lunch will have a pancake for dessert to celebrate
Pancake Day.

Chinese New Year
The school kitchen will serve a Chinese themed lunch on Wednesday 18™ February to celebrate Chinese New
Year.

Safer Internet Day
Please find attached a letter for your perusal.

All Stars Cricket
Our school have been offered to take part in a FREE All Stars Cricket Festival, hosted by the Durham
Cricket Foundation.

During the February half term, the festival will be held at the Beacon of Light in Sunderland, on Friday
27™ February 2026 (9.30am — 12.00pm) and is FREE of charge when using the voucher code listed
below, saving you £50.00! The festival is aimed at children aged 5-8 years old.

Voucher Code - TNASL

To register for the Festival, please CLICK HERE and for any further information or questions, please
contact Andrew Mawson andrew.mawson@durhamcricket.co.uk
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Gateshead Special Educational Needs
and Disability Information, Advice and
Support Service

We offer free, confidential, impartial support and
information to parents, carers, children and young

people aged up to 25 regarding special educational )
needs and disabilities (SEND) in Gateshead

* Explain SEND processes

* Help you understand your rights
regarding SEND

* Offer advice and support during EHCP
assessments and an EHCP review

* Assist with school support, transitions, and
resolving disagreements with schools or the authority
* Support you with SEND appeals and tribunals

How We Can Help:

* Explain the SEND process
* Help you understand your rights regarding
SEND

« Offer advice and support during EHCP
assessments and an EHCP review
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and resolving disagreements with schools or Sall stop guide to SEND seWices!

the local authority —~
« Support you with SEND appeals and tribunals CONTACT US

O info@gatesheadsendiass.org.uk

Here to provide advice and
support, every stepofthe way! (@ OM59597771 T e e
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Thanks to the internet, there are now many ways for your children to
watch TV, both the old fashioned way on a big screen and via the internet
with on-demand programming. Restricting and controlling what your
kids can watch is harder than ever, but with our help you can make TV
safer for your kids and limit the amount that they can watch.

How fo manage what your children
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Traditional TV covers programmes broadcast directly to your TV without having to use the internet.
This is the standard way that most of us watch television programmes.
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There are plenty of ways to watch TV online, whether that's via the likes of iPlayer or with streaming video
services, such as Netflix and Amazon Prime instant video. Here, we'll show you how to control each.

AMAZON PRIME NETFLIX ON-DEMAND PLAYERS
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HOW CAN PARENTS MANAGE
THEIR CHILDREN'S TV TIME?

Partxcadarty with co-demand costant, It can be hare 1o revirict haw mach viewing Sme » child
has. Mowewer, pou can restrict intermet Sme with parsntal control ioftware, restricting how mach
tame 2 child cas spend online, whether they re wing the lzternet or watching TV showe. Parental

control waftware will generally oely work on laptepe, computer, tablets and phoner. Nowwver 1f
pou have pacental contral witware that rusa on the router, you can manage sther devices. such
a3 8 iy yrmart TV and games conale, and rextrict tims wage on theas, too.
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